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COOK ILLINOIS CORP. 

 

The nation's largest independent school bus company, the Cook Illinois 

Corporation in Chicago, is switching its entire fleet of school buses to burn bio 

diesel fuel.  

Biodiesel is a cleaner-burning diesel fuel made from natural, renewable 

sources such as vegetable oils. In addition, company officials will kick off a 

new Clean Air Club for kids and a new website that teaches kids about the 

importance of reducing air pollution. Cook-Illinois is now the largest school bus 

fleet in Illinois and the largest independently owned bus company in the 

country to use this new fuel. 

 

Research shows that biodiesel reduces hydrocarbons in exhaust fumes by 

more than 30 percent. Studies reveal that children riding school buses are 

exposed to higher level of emission toxins than other children. Exhaust 

emissions inhaled on a consistent basis, particularly exhaust from diesel 

engines, have been linked as a cause of asthma and other respiratory 

conditions.  

The company, Cook Illinois Corporation, last year reduced nearly 1,000 tons of 

toxic emissions in Chicago by switching to a biodiesel fuel in many of its buses. 

Chicago School Transit is owned and operated by Cook-Illinois Corporation, 

Oak Forest, IL. Cook Illinois Corporation was the first bus service company in 

the Chicago area and one of the first in the nation to use bio diesel fuel.  

 

FUEL FOR OUR FUTURE 


